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OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN STUDY 
 
 
 

PURPOSE: 
 

The overall purpose of this study is to establish a 
baseline assessment of the extent to which 

Washington’s K-12 education system is providing 
students the opportunity they need to learn the 

expected content and skills (EALRs) before taking 
the high school WASL. 

 
A further purpose is to identify those areas 
where a gap between current conditions 

and “sufficient” conditions may exist. 
 
 
 
 

PLAN 
 

Most of the data for this study 
will be gathered through a survey process. 

 
The surveys will be designed in consultation with the 

State Board’s Certificate of Mastery Study 
Committee, which will review and interpret the 

results and make recommendations to the full State 
Board of Education. 

 



OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN STUDY 
DEVELOPMENT STEPS 

 
 

 
TASK 

 
COMPLETION 

 
 
Review Legal Precedents, Reports 
From Other States 

Summer 
2001 

 
Interview A Sample of Educators & 
Legislators; Identify Preliminary 
Components of Study; Develop Key 
Questions With COM Study Committee

 
Fall 2001 

 
Develop Draft Survey Instruments; Run 
Focus Groups; Pilot Surveys 

 
Winter 
2002 

 
Revise Surveys; Determine Statewide 
Sample 

 
Spring 
2002 

 
Conduct Surveys; Tabulate Results 

 
Fall 2002 

 
Gap Analysis; Submit Final Report to 
SBE 

 
Winter 
2003 

 
          



Groups To Be Sampled 
 
 

TEACHERS 
Elementary 

Middle School 
High School 

 
STUDENTS 

Grade 5 
Grade 8 

Grade 11 
 

PARENTS 
 

PRINCIPALS 
Elementary School 

Middle/Junior High School 
High School 

 
CENTRAL OFFICE 

Superintendents 
Curriculum Directors 

Assessment Coordinators 
Special Education Directors 

 
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 



OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN 
LEGAL ISSUES 

 
 

EEVVIIDDEENNCCEE  TTHHAATT  EEAALLRRss  WWEERREE  TTAAUUGGHHTT  
 
 Can be shown in the curriculum 

 
 Teachers have the training to deliver 

 
 Assessed regularly 

 
 

NNOOTTIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  
 
 Tell students requirements four years before 
graduation 

 
 Assess student needs and tell them where 
they stand 

 
 

PPRROOVVIISSIIOONN  OOFF  SSEECCOONNDD  CCHHAANNCCEESS  
 
 Retesting opportunities 

 
 Remedial opportunities 



MAJOR COMPONENTS AND POSSIBLE SAMPLE QUESTIONS 
 
CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT 
 

• To what extent is the adopted reading curriculum aligned with the 
EALRs? 

 
• To what extent does instruction include reteaching or remediation? 
 
• To what extent does the district have a system of tracking student 

progress over time? 
 
TEACHER PREPAREDNESS 
 

• To what extent do teachers design lessons based on specific learning 
targets in the EALRs? 

 
• To what extent do teachers evaluate student work in terms of state 

standards and report it to students and parents as such? 
 
STUDENT READINESS 
 

• Are you aware that passing the WASL in all four areas (reading, 
writing, listening, math) will be required for high school graduation? 

 
• Have you been told about your progress toward meeting the 

standards measured by the WASL? 
 
• To what extent did the classes you took prepare you for the WASL 

math test? 
 
• To what extent have students had a reasonable opportunity to learn 

the knowledge and skills described in the writing EALRs? 
 



PARENT READINESS 
 

• Have you been told your child’s progress toward meeting the state 
standards measured on the WASL? 

 
• What doe your child’s school or district offer in the way of extra help? 

 
SPECIAL POPULATIONS 
 

• To what extent have provisions for appropriate assessments been 
made for all students needing them been included in IEP and 504 
plans? 

 
• Do your special populations staff members have sufficient training to 

maximize performance from your special populations students? 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY/RESOURCES 
 

• What percentage of your schools has a school improvement plan in 
place? 

 
• To what extent are district resources available to purchase or develop 

curriculum materials necessary for alignment to the EALRs? 
 
• To what extent are district resources adequate to provide remedial 

programs for students not meeting standards? 
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